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March 4, 2026 Youth and Human Services Committee Meeting Minutes 

MINUTES OF THE TOWN OF CHESHIRE YOUTH AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 

MEETING HELD WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 2026 AT 5:00 P.M, 

                          84 SOUTH MAIN ST, CHESHIRE, CT 06410 

 

 

Present: Phillip Belcher, Susan Pappas, Marlena Soble, Amy Russell, Sally LaRusso, Margie Rogers and 

Kristina Veilleux 

 

Staff/Guests: John Bajor (Minutes Clerk) 

Dawn Cronin (Cheshire Junior Women) 

Abigail Wood Maldonado (Western CT Coalition) 

Lisa Zaboroswski (Cheshire YMCA) 

Sandy Hernandez (Cheshire Library) 

Elizabeth Mayne (Parks and Recreation)  

Michelle Piccorillo (Human Services) 

Deb Manke (Town Council) 

Nick Deschino (Cheshire YMCA) 

Imina Raid (Youth Liaison) 

 

Absent: Margie Rogers and Kristina Veilleux 

 

 

1.   CALL TO ORDER:  

 

Chairman Philip Belcher requested the meeting be called to order at 5:03 PM 

 

MOTION by Sally LaRusso called the meeting to order and begin 

SECONDED by Susan Pappas, with motion passing unanimously by those present 

 

 

2. ROLL CALL / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

The pledge was recited and roll taken by John Bajor 

 

 

3. DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: 

 

A quorum was determined to be present 

 

 

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

There were no corrections to the previous minutes  

 

MOTION by Sally LaRusso to approve the prior meeting minutes as is 

SECONDED by Marlena Soble, with motion passing unanimously by those present 

. 
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5. HUMAN SERVICES UPDATE AND COMMITTEE MEMBER SHARING: 

 

Senior Center: 
 

• Our AARP Income Tax Program appointments are full. All requests are waitlist only.  

• We are continuing our partnership with the American Red Cross and have a Blood Drive scheduled for 

Thursday, March 12th from 1pm- 6pm. 

• Connecticut Paid Leave Presentation is on Wednesday, March 18th at 5:30pm.  CT Paid Leave can 

provide up to 12 weeks every year . In this presentation, CT Paid Leave staff will discuss how to access, 

navigate, and apply for the program and shed light on caregiver rights. This program is open to the 

public. 

• The next AARP Age-Friendly meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 15, 2026. 

• Monthly in-person AARP safe driving classes will be offered at the Senior Center beginning in April. 

The first class is on April 22 from 9am-1pm. These classes are open to the public. The details will be the 

April newsletter. 

 

Cheshire Junior Women: 
 

• Hosting Spelling Bee for 5th and 6th graders at Dodd on March 26th. 

• Waiting to receive scholarship applications from the seniors; scholarship is for $1,000 and students were 

asked, “How has one of your community service projects impacted you?  How will you continue to 

implement your community service experience in the future?” 

 

Cheshire Parks & Recreation: 
 

Artsday 

• Cheshire Performing Fine Arts Committee and Artsplace will be hosting Artsday on Sunday, March 

15th at the Youth Center. Registration is going on now for both participants and teen volunteers. Space is 

limited so please register soon. For more information call Artsplace 203-272-2787. 

 

Youth Basketball 

• Championship games for most leagues will be this Saturday, March 7th. Boys in Grades 3-6 will have 

their championship games next Saturday, March 14. The George Welch High School league will have 

its championship games on Tuesday, March 10 at 6:30 p.m. in the CHS West Gym; this game will start 

with a brief award ceremony to present the Barry Sutherland Sportsmanship Award and some other 

grade level awards. All are welcome to attend.  

 

Cheshire YMCA: 
 

• Pre-school summer adventure camp opened 

• “Sloper Plunge” was held: 200 jumpers from Cheshire and Southington which raised $100,000 

• March 6: LiveStrong Event 

• March 18: Hit Back at Parkinson’s 

• April: Matter of Balance and Race to Chase (Triathlon: Swimming, Cycling, Running) 

• Summer: Golf Strength and Mobility (fee required) 
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Chesprocott: 
 

• Community Health Assessment underway. This is performed every three years and will include surveys 

and informal interviews 

. 

 

Cheshire Human Services: 
 

• Business Cards have been designed for Cheshire Mental Health and Wellness Resources. Cards will be 

distributed to medical offices with goal of enhancing access to mental health resources. 

 

. 

 
 

 

6. 2025 REGIONAL PRIORITY REPORT “DATA WALK”: 

 

• The Western Connecticut Coalition covers 43 towns for mental health and addiction 

(wctcoalition.org/resources/prevention2). 

• Instead of distributing 40-page project reports, posters were generated to capture the main points in 

bullet form. 

• Posters will be viewed on Suicide, Problem Gambling, Vaping and Nicotine, Alcohol and Cannabis.  

• Overall Goal: Is this something that Youth and Human Services should take on with a question-and-

answer period following a 20-minute viewing and discussion 

 

 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 MOTION by Marlena Soble to adjourn the meeting at 6:30 PM 

 SECONDED by Susan Pappas with motion passing unanimously by those present. 

 

 Next meeting will be on May 6th  

 

 

Attest:    ___________________________________ 

                 John Bajor 
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