
Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes                                         APRIL 8, 2026     

Page 1 of 4 

MINUTES OF THE TOWN OF CHESHIRE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING HELD 
ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 2026, AT 7:00 P.M. AT THE HARMON LEONARD YOUTH CENTER, 
SOUTH MAIN STREET - CHESHIRE CT 06410 
 
Present 
Dr. Patrick Duffy, MD, Chairman 
Commissioners:  Paul Fracasse, Michael O’Donnell, Ray Stewart, Steve Trifone  
 
Absent 
Erin Mutty, John Perosino 
Fiona Pearson, Council Liaison 
John Gawlak, Director of Parks and Recreation 
 
  Staff:  Mark Cunningham, Highway Superintendent 
              Elizabeth Mayne, Program Supervisor 
              Brendan Moran, Program Coordinator 
                  

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
The Chairman called the meeting to order. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 
The Clerk called the roll and a quorum was determined to be present. 
 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
The group pledged Allegiance to the Flag.  
 

4.  PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

a. Jehan Mody, 28 Applewood Drive, and Colin Dyer, 1015 Amherst Place, presented their 
proposed Eagle Scout Project 
This project involves installing 18 holes tee boxes at the Honeypot Disc Golf Course; 
scheduled to be completed by the end of June.  
The members asked questions and the Scouts addressed them. 

 
b. Aaron Buhrer, 1399 Mount Carmel Ave, North Haven 

This project involves new signage at Lock 12 entrance into a kiosk as well as a new 
walkway. The sign will be eco-friendly and it would have space for community notices. 
The new walkway would be gravel or concrete and would serve as a shortcut to be able 
to enter the easier access to the trail. Aaron presented illustrations of the final project. 
The members asked questions and Aaron addressed them. 
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c. Chris Marini, 182 Patten Drive, CYB/CYS President, addressed the Commission regarding 
Fields usage. Mr. Marini is advocating making all the available fields viable for little 
league use. Cheshire Park needs some attention; as well as McNamara, all the bases 
there are not breakaway bases and the fields need to have fences to block the dugouts. 
His organization is willing to contribute funds to buy new bases for fields.  
The Chairman asked Mr. Marini to provide his contact information that he will forward 
to a former member of the Commission who is now a member of the Board of 
Education.  
 

5.  ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES – March 11, 2026 
 
       MOTION by Mr. O’Donnell, seconded by Mr. Stewart 
 
       MOVED  to approve the minutes of the meeting of March 11, 2026  
 
         VOTED  The motion passed unanimously by those present 
 

6.  PARKS UPDATE - PUBLIC WORKS 
 
Mr. Cunningham stated that work is proceeding as normal.   
 

7.  TOWN COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT 
 
  Ms. Pearson was not in attendance. 
  

8.  COMMUNICATIONS 
 

a. Ms. Mayne read into record three letters by residents.  These are attached to the minutes. 
b. Ms. Mayne discussed with the members a request made by the CCAP 2026 Mixville 

Cyclocross Race bike race at Mixville. 
c. Also, a correspondence from Joanne DeBears requesting Public Works assistance to start 

phase 2 of the Mixville Pollinator project.  
 
9.  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 
a. The Chairman welcomed new member Ray Stewart. 
b. The Chairman congratulated the Cheshire High School Hockey Team on winning the SCC 

Division Semifinals 
 
10.  NEW BUSINESS        
 

a. Bartlem Park Great Lawn - Fee Schedule Creation 
Ms. Mayne asked the members to address the use of the Great Lawn/ Band Shell and fee 
structure. Should it be a single fee for the lawn and the stage? 
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Discussion ensued; there should be no sports on the Great Lawn.  
Mr. Gawlak will send an email to all sports coaches advising that the lawn is not to be 
used for sports activities. 
Also, a note about this will be added to the website.  
It was decided that the band shell would require a permit that would include the use of 
the great lawn. No separate permit would be issued for the great lawn only. 
It was suggested that the existing signs be updated with all the rules and only have two 
signs placed in areas where people can read them.  

 
c. Kate Glendon, MPH, Director of Health, Chesprocott Health District was not in 

attendance. 
 

d. Adaptive Field Project Cheshire Park 1 –  
This is covered in the Director’s Department Report. 

11.  OLD BUSINESS    
 
       Mr. Stewart asked about some updates:  

a. Inquired about the ice chopping at the pickleball court leaving sizable gashes in the 
surface of the court. 

b. Potential utility of the Dodd course. Mr. O’Donnell stated that this was looked into 
and it would have to be a total rebuilt. 

c. He inquired about the genre of bands at Bartlem Beats. Mr. Moran answered. 
        

 12.  DIRECTOR’S DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
        Mr. Gawlak’s full report is attached to the minutes. Red line items are new submissions.   
  

Ms. Mayne reported that the Muck Run had 145 participants. Revenue generated was 
$1,190. We had two sponsors: 

- Big Y sent us their volunteer squads to man all the obstacles.  This saved funds since 
we did not have to hire part-time staff 

- D’Amico Pettinicchi Law Firm sponsored the t-shirts.  
The Commission members expressed their gratitude for the sponsors. 
 
Touch-A-Truck event is scheduled for April 9, 10 a.m. 

        
13.  ADJOURNMENT  
 
MOTION by Mr. O’Donnell, seconded by Mr. Trifone 
   
 MOVED to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m. 
 
          VOTED the motion passed unanimously by those present. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

  
Angela Izzo 

 
 












