MINUTES OF THE TOWN OF CHESHIRE TOWN BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD WEDNESDAY AUGUST 5, 2026 AT 8:30 A.M.

ROOM 207/209, 84 SOUTH MAIN STREET, CHESHIRE, CT 06410

Present: William Bonaminio, Patricia Archibald, Maria Colacrai, Susan Dillman, Elizabeth Morin, Joanna
Giddings, Jessica Feustal. Don Walsh (Town Council Liaison)

Absent: Jessica Fischer

Staff/Guests Present: Andrew Martelli (Assistant Town Manager), Kevin Norton (FastSigns of North Haven)
and John Bajor (Minutes Clerk)

1. CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 8:30 A.M. by William Bonaminio.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE / ROLL CALL / DETERMINATION OF QUORUM
The Pledge was recited by all, the roll was taken by John Bajor and a quorum was determined.
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
There were no corrections to the previous minutes from July 1, 2026.

MOTION by Jessica Feustal to approve the prior meeting minutes
SECONDED by Susan Dillman, with motion passing by those present.

4. COMMUNICATIONS/PUBLIC COMMENT
Andrew Martelli noted that there has been no response on the suggestions made by the TBC with regard to the
charging stations in Everybody’s (Big-Y) Plaza.
5. SIGN PERMIT REVIEW/SITE PLAN REVIEW
A. HAI Group: 189 Commerce Court: Kevin Norton from FastSigns of North Haven presented plans

for a halo lit/soft lighting sign on the property to represent the building in the complex. This has
been approved by Town Council and conforms to Cheshire standards.

MOTION by Susan Dillman to approve the HAI sign as proposed.
SECONDED by Patricia Archibald, with motion passing by those present.

6. BUSINESS

A. Recommended Street Trees and Shrubs Lists for Subdivisions: The sub-committee updated the
previous draft with new trees/shrubs for commercial properties as well as including the genus name
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(attached as the Town is rewriting subdivision regulations).. This list will be forwarded to the Planning
Department for new subdivision records.

MOTION by Patricia Archibald to recommend submission of the tree and shrub lists as proposed.
SECONDED by Jessica Feustal, with motion passing by those present.

B. Town Hall Courtyard Update: Tabled until next meeting when Jessia Fischer is present. Susan
Dillman to inquire if any remaining funds from Cheshire Nursery are available.

C. Mugwort Control — Drainage Bartlem Park: Mugwort in the park has not been pulled (removed)
as of this meeting with comment there is more Mugwort, grass and potentially Tree of Heaven plants
than wildflowers. Susan Dillman recommended to mow now and then next year scrape the area and re-
seed wildflowers. Recommendation to put regular mowing on DPW schedule so doesn’t grow high.
Joanna Giddings recommended a DPW representative attend next meeting to discuss progress. Also,
recommendation to draft a job description for a horticulturalist reporting to Public Works if a position
becomes available. Action for Andrew Martelli to start discussion with Town members for support of
this proposal. Don Walsh noted that the job description also covers activities during the winter season.

D. Town of Cheshire- Tree Warden Discussion: Dan Bombero is currently the Cheshire Tree Warden.
This position is governed primarily by Connecticut General Statures, with the Town having discretion
over who is appointed and how the position is structured. The term is 2 years and more information can
be found in the attachment. Andrew Martelli noted that Eversource will contact Dan when removing
large trees but not during routine pruning.

7. STAFF REPORT: Susan Dillman stated the Garden Club submitted a 1-pager for an upcoming book on
Cheshire Celebrates America’s 250™ Anniversary. The goal is 250 pages and currently have 60. Susan
recommended the TBC prepare a 1-pager on the committee’s activities.

8. ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING:

MOTION by Patricia Archibald to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 A.M.
SECONDED by Susan Dillman with motion passing by those present.

Attest: ﬁ Z) 8 y e

(/John‘ﬁajor, PhD

Page 2
August 5, 2026 Town Beautification Committee Meeting Minutes



"90UeIS|0] JYybno.p a1esapoly “Buipooys dipouad

pue ‘uonoedwod ‘Jes sarela|o} ‘pealds I 08-0F ‘el ¥ 00T-S/
JuRJ3|0] JjES Slesapow ‘apeys

61| sareisl0l ‘anfeA anayisae ybiy ‘peaids I GT-0T ‘el ¥ 0£-02
ybnoup

pue ‘uonoedwod ‘yes serela|o} ‘pealds Y 0E-ST ‘el Y 0v-SZ
Buipooy aipouad pue ‘es ‘uonoedwod

S81eI9]01 ‘anfeA Jnayisae ybiy ‘pealds Y 5e-02 ‘) Y 02-0€
90UEI|0} JJes alelapow ‘uoirebniw Iayemuwiols pooh

‘anfeA onayisae ybiy ‘1omolb ise) ‘pealds 1 05-0€ ‘|l ¥ 06-09
'S1yBipeay Jaynqg 0) pue SaINJoNJIS 10) USAIIS

se poob ‘anfeA ayipim ybiH yes pue ‘ybnolp ‘Buipooyy aiponad
10} 9dueIS|0} BeISpOoW ‘usaibians ‘pealds Y 09-0F ‘el ¥ 09-ST
ybnoip

pue ‘uonoedwod ‘)es sarels|o} ‘pealds Y 05-SZ ‘el Y 02-0€
Juess)jol Jybnoup ‘speys

1bi| saressjos ‘anjen anspsae ybiy ‘pesids  0g-Sz ‘el ¥ 0£-G2
9JUueI9|0)

Jybnoup pue Jjes sresspow ‘apeys 1ybi pue Buipooy sipouad
Sorels|01 “anfeA dnsyisae ybiy ‘peaids Y 0g-ST ‘|lel Y 0€-GT
ybnoup

pue ‘uondedwod ‘Jes salela|ol ‘pealds Y 05-0€ ‘Il Y 0L-0v
ybnoup pue

es ‘Buipooy opouad salels|o) ‘pealds Y 05-SZ ‘el U 02-0S
ybnoup pue ‘yes ‘Guipooy dipouad

Sa)els|0} ‘anfeA Jnayisae ybiy ‘peaids Y 09-0¢ ‘el ¥ 02-0v
uonoedwoo |ios pue ‘Jres ‘ybnoip ‘Buipooy sipouad

Saje.ss|0} ‘anfeA Jnayisae ybiy ‘peaids Y 0Z-ST ‘€1 Y 0-ST

Jjes pue Jybnoup Jo 99ueI3|0) SISPOW

‘(peaids Y Gz-GT) ugey yimoub reuwn|od ‘|ey ,09 01 0%
9JueI9|0} Jjes arelapow ‘lybnoup pue Buipooy siponuad
Sa]el9|0] ‘anfeA dnayisae ybiy ‘peaids Y 05-0Z ‘I1e1 ¥ 02-0v
d0ueI9|0] Jjes aresapow ‘lybnoup

pue buipooy oipouad saress|ol ‘pealds Y 0G-0€ ‘Ifel ¥ 09-0F
sansualdeley)

alowedAs uesuswy
poomunos

weaquioy doy ueslswy
wnb xoejg/ojadn) yoelg
aaln dint

Ajloy uesuswy

1Sn20] Asuoy ssajuioy ]
uoymey Bury] Ja1uipn

poombop Buliamol4

AuagjoeH

yaaiq 1aded

Yoliq Janiy
Ai1agaoinies

a|dew pai Buonsuuy
9|dew uewaal4
a|dew pay

aWweN uowwo)

9202/0€/9

SI[ejuspId20 snuejeld
wnaJjoque wnipuspAxQ
eueluIbIIA eANSO
BIIRAIAS BSSAN
vJ81diin} uoJpuapoL]

rvoedo x9||

Siwiiaul soyjuedel) eislpalo)
Jbuny 1sjuipn, sipLia snbaejeld

BpLIoj) SNUIOD

SI[ejuspIda0 snLo
viojuAded ginjag

vIBbIN g/njag

SIsuapeur? Jslyauejawy
Jbuonswy, nuewsaly x 192y
nuewaalj X 189y

wniqni 1ady

aweN [esiuejog

yeiq sea1] 1991S UOISIAIPGNS



SdueI8|0] J[es Mo| Jurels|ol 1ybnoup ‘pealds Y 0g-SZ ‘el ¥ 09-01
2ouel9|0] JJes

MO| ‘9duela)0} 1ybnoup sresspow ‘pealds I 09-GE ‘Ilel ¥ 08-0S
anfeA ajip|im 1saybiy ‘yes

pue ‘ybnoup ‘uonoedwoo sarels|o) ‘peaids Y SH-0€ ‘el Y 08-09
an[eA aji|p|im 1saybiy ‘sjios paurelp Ajood

pue qybnoip ‘uonoedwod sayels|o) ‘peaids ) Q-G ‘Ter ¥ 02-0g
anfeA ajip|im isaybiy

ybBnoup pue uonoedwod sayeis|ol ‘peaids Y 09-0f ‘Irer 4 08-09
anfeA ajipjim 1saybiy ‘uonoedwod pue ‘ybnoip

‘Buipooy aipouad sarels|o) ‘peaids Y 09-05 ‘Ifel 1 08-05

anfeA sjijpjim 1saybiy ‘uonoedwod Jo Juels|ol ssa| ‘Jybnoip

pue Buipooy aipouad sayels|ol ‘peaids I 06-0S ‘el 4 00T-09
ddueIs|0] 1ybnoip pue 1es aresspow

‘dN[eA ajip|im pue dnayisae ybiy ‘peaids Y 05-0€ ‘lfer ¥ 08-05
sonsualdeIey)

uspul| UBdLIBWY PUOWPaY
uapul| uesuswy

Jeo pay
Jeo uld

eo 1911eds
Yeo dwems
Yeo alym
Auayo xoelg

aweN uowwo)

9202/0€/9

puowpay, eueoLswe el

euRILIBWE BIJI
viqgni snaiangd
susnfed snaiand)
©1/0J12202 Sna4and)
10j021q snasand
eqre snasand)
®UI0ISS SIunid

aweN Jesluelog

yeiq sea1 19911 UOISIAIPGNS



1ueI9|0) JYBnoip ‘JueIa|0) Yes ‘Juelsisal 193p ‘pealds ) 8- ‘el Y 0T-9

aoueIsIsal
Jes pue Jsap sresspouw ‘Buipooy dipouad serels|o) ‘pealds I ZT-9 ‘el Y ZT-9

Juels|o) Jybnoup ‘Juels|o} Jes ‘Juelsisal Jaap ‘peaids Uv-€lery y-g
Juesajol Wybnoup ‘yuela|ol Jes ‘Juelsisal Joap ‘peaids Yyoveryz

2oue)sIsal
133p aresspow ‘Buipooy dipouad sarels|o) Juelbel) ‘pealds ) G-€ ‘) I G-€

1UeIS|0]1 1yBnoip ‘Juels|o] JJes ‘Jur)SISal 1asp ‘pealds Y GT-G ‘|fer U ZT-€
Juelsjol Jybnoup ‘yuelsjol Jes ‘Juelsisal Jasp ‘pealds Y 9-€ ‘|le11 9-z
l1ayem Buipuels sajeia|o) ‘JuRIB|O] JeS ‘Jue)SISal la8p ‘pealds Y z1-9 ‘@1 Y 2T-9

usalbians ‘aouels|o)
YBnoIp pue yes Mo| ‘Juelsisal 133p ‘BuIMoIB MOJS ‘OpIM I GT-G ‘Irer 'y 0zZ-8

1uelaj0) Jybnoup ‘Juels|o) Ies ‘Jue)SISal J19ap ‘pealds 1 p-¢ ‘|el Ul ZT-9
lueJs|0} JyBnoIp ‘JueIS|0] JjES ‘JUe)SISal Jaap ‘pealds Y p-¢ ‘el Ul 9T-ZT

salIaq Joj syued sjews) pue afew salinbai ‘eouels|o) Jybnoip
dresspow ‘Buipooy [euosess sarels|o) JuelsIsal J9ap ‘peaids ) Z1-9 ‘el Y ZT-9

u9a1b1aAs JueIB|0] J[es ‘Jue)sISal 193p ‘pealds 1 G-€ ‘el Y 9-€
usa1bIaAs ‘Juela|o) Jes ‘Juelsisal J9ap ‘pealds Y G- ‘el Y vz

usaibIana ‘yuelalo) Jjes ‘Jue)sisal laap ‘peaids Y g-¢ ‘Ile1 1 0T-S

luels|o) Jybnoup ‘wuels|o) Jjes ‘Juelsisal Jasp ‘peaids Yv-zZery -z
1ueJ9|0] JyBNnOoIp ‘JURIS|0] J[ES ‘JUelSISaI 193p ‘pealds 1 € ‘e Y £-2

1ue’ajo) Jybnoip ‘Juelsjo) Jfes ‘Juelsisal Jaap ‘pealds ) £-2 |8l Y £-2
ddue)sisal Jssp aresspow ‘Buipooy pouad seyeis|o) ‘peasds Y ST-0T ‘le) ¥ ST-0T
18rem Bulpue)s saress|o) JueILl0) Jjes Juelsisal Joap ‘peaids ) p-¢ ‘e Uz
1ayem Buipuess sareus|o) ‘JueIa|o) Jfes ‘JuelsiSal Joap ‘pealds I 9- ‘Irery 8-¢
iarem Buipuess sarels|o) Juel|O] Jjes ‘Juelsisal Joap ‘peaids I 9-¢ ‘Y Y 8-¢
1ueJ9]0} JybBnoup ‘Juels|o] Jjes ‘Juelsisal J9sp ‘pealds Y £-7 ‘Irer ul 9-g
JueJS|0] JYBNOIP ‘JURIS|0) JjES ‘JUR)SISaI J9ap ‘pealds ) OT-v ‘|lel 4 9-Z
sansualoeIey)

WNUINQIA POOMMOLIY
poombBop Bimi pay

89S0l alnjsed
oewns jueibelq
eajeze dwems

Auaqgheq ulaylion
Auagheq [rews
ysngaoids

[2ine| urelunojy

Jadiun( Buidaain
Jadiun[epueday
Auiaquauipy

SreAnn arew Auagul

JeAnno
ajewsy Auaguil 19edwo)

STET N [V]]
uom s,uyor 1S Aqgniys
aponsauoy ysng pemg

jlojenbuid Aggniys
poomBop Ayiis

ysngiaddad [eiseod 19ems
ysngiaddad eiseod joamg

yshqg uonng
Allaqueag
Ausgaainies Buluuny
aweN uowwo)n

wnyejuap WNUINGIA
©a0LIaS BPIMS

BUIIOIRD BS0Y
,MOJ-019), IR0 SNYY
WNS0ISIA UOIPUSPOPOYY

volueAAsuad ejjaiop
SIsuajluijosed e|jaiop
ulozaq eiapur]
eljojire| elwey|

sifejuoziuoy sniadiung
,epueday, siunwwod sniadiunp
©JRI|[I21148A X3||

Aoq Anaid,
10 x0q 8zasnbs, viqelb xa||

,eedwo), eiqeb x|

viqelb xaj|

wnoiyjoid wnaLadAH
©J321UO| BllINBIg
Bpunqlioyj eiojiseq
wnwowe snuio)
Pagbulwwng, eljojiure viyia|
eljojiufe eiye|o
Slfejuspid20 snyjueeydad
I1Sin-eAn sojAydejsojory
elealds Jsiyauejawy
awep [edluejog

yeiq SUOISINIPgNS 10} SqNIYS



The Tree Warden position is governed primarily by Connecticut General Statutes, with the
Town having discretion over who is appointed and how the position is structured. Under CGS §
23-58:

 The Tree Warden is appointed for a two-year term.

The appointment is typically made by the Town Council (rather than elected).

» The Tree Warden may appoint one or more Deputy Tree Wardens if needed.

 Connecticut law does not require the Tree Warden to be, a licensed arborist, a certified
forester, an ISA Certified Arborist.

However, the law does require Tree Warden to complete DEEP-approved training:

¢ Within one year of appointment (or reappointment), the Tree Warden must successfully
complete coursework approved by the Connecticut Department of Energy and
Environmental Protection (DEEP), covering:

e Tree biology

e Tree maintenance and pruning

e Urban forestry management

e Connecticut tree laws

¢ A Tree Warden who does not complete this training cannot be reappointed.

The Tree Warden has statutory authority over:

All public shade trees within town rights-of-way.

 Trees within or overhanging public roads.

e Trees on municipal grounds (unless under another authority such as certain park
commissions).

Responsibilities include:

 Determining when public trees should be pruned or removed.

» Protecting public safety.

e Managing tree planting and maintenance.

e Administering appropriated tree funds.

e Enforcing Connecticut tree laws.

» Issuing permits where required.

 Holding public hearings when there are objections to removing or pruning a public tree.
o ISA Certified Arborist (preferred)

o Connecticut Arborist License

e Experience in municipal public works, parks, or urban forestry

* Knowledge of risk assessment, utility coordination, and contract management



